Big queshon: Is ‘Viking, a fo,lr namer

Conlext: (links ko other subJecLs, Priar kncwledge, chrcnologﬂ, prev year groups ekc.): Children have studied Romans in Year 4 and Anglo-

Saxon as their Previous historg unik in Year 5.

VOCObUIOFH

Tier 3

yé Knowledge

Historical conlext:

| = Scandinavia o B!j the end of the 700s the Anglo—Saxon had now been established in Britain for around 300 years.
sacre:
mlarih = pagan o In Britain, Chrislianilﬂ was now the main religiun. Bg the 660s monasteries could be found H\ruughoul the counLrH and the abbots and monks that maintained them Per]:ormed a number of importunt social
mery funchuns. he monasteries were the main cenlres of learn‘mg. Most of the literate FeoFle in England were monks. Almost every villuge had a church of some kind. These Purish churches Performed BaPhsms al
conlradict = Danelaw birth, consecrated marriages and Proged for the dead. The church was cenlral to People's lives. The church collected ten Percenl of People's annual earnings. This lorge sum of money was used to pay Friesls,
build churches and, most ‘»mpurlunﬂﬂ, to suPPorl the poor.
Vo = monasteries
Jog¢
o The Anglo—Soxons were nok o united People, instead lheH had differenl kingdoms: Northumbria, Mercia, East f\nglio, Essex, Kenk, Sussex, and Wessex Each of these were ruled l)H diﬁerenl kings.
= Valhalla
° Vil(ings were living in Scandinavia: Sweden, Norw05 and Denmark
= merchank
o The name 'Viking' comes from a [anguage called 'Old Norse' and means ‘a Fimte raid’. PeoFle who wenk off rold‘mg in sths were said fo be 'going Vil:ing‘
= outlaw
Is Vil{ing @ fair name?
= raiders
[ ] Raid‘ms: The firs} Vil(ing ruicl recorclecl in Hme f\nglo—Suxon Chronlcle was uround AD787. H was H')e starl of a fierce slruggle belween Hle Anglo—Suxons and the Vil(ings. The Vildngs were Pugans, no} Chris—
= Lindisfurr\e tians like most PeuPle living in Britain ot the lime. TheH did not think hwice about roiding a monuslerH. Christian monasteries in Britain were easy larse}s for the Vil(ings. The monks had no weapons and the
buildings were filled with valuable freasures, like gold, jewels and books. There was food, drink, caltle, clothes and tools too. One of the earliest altacks was af Lindisgarne (recorded in the Anglo-Saxon
= holmgang chronicle AD793)- sent shack waves as no one kughl anyone would altack o Christian lemPle. The Vil(ings builk fosl 'drogun—ships' and »long ships' for ruiding and war. Figure heads of fierce animals were
used lo scare enemies, H)ey could be removed when coming in peace. Vil(ing long shiPs were narrow and could sail in shallow waker so Hmey could bravel up rivers as well as across the sea. In o raid, a shiP
= Norse could be hauled up on a beach. The Vikings could jump out and start fighting, and then make o quick getaway if they were chased.
= cruflsmen

o Iuvod‘mg and seuling: In AD865 an army of Vil(ings sailed across the North Sea. This lime HbeH wanted fo conquer land rather than _iusl raid it. Over several years the army baltled Htrough northern
England, lalting conkrol of the Anglo-Suxon lt'mgdoms of Northumbria, East Anglio and most of Mercia. BH AD874, almost all the kingdums had follen lo the Viltmgs. All excepl for Wessex, which was ruled bg
Alfrecl the Greal. Kir\g Alfrecl beat the Vil('mg army in baltle but wasn't able o drive the Vil('mgs out of Britain. Afler years of pghhr\g the Vilt'»ngs and f\lfred made o peace ogreemer\l. Bul even o#er this
ugreemen}, l:ighhng wenk on for many more years. An imugir\urH clividing line was agreecl fo run across England, from London in the south fowards Chester in the north west. The Anglo»Saxun lands were to
the west and the Vil{mg lands, known as the Danelaw, were roughlﬂ to the east. Not all of them were ngers and some seftled peocefullg. Their longships broughl‘ fomilies who seltled in villogesv There were

farmers, who l(epl animals and grew crops, and sl(ilj:ul cra# workers, who made beuuhful melalwork and wooden carvings. EverHUne lived logeH\er ina lurge home called o lonﬂlwuse.

o WHH raid and seltle? Belter land: Mosh Vil(ings were simPlH searching for befter land for their farms. Their land was nok very good for growing crops or reuring animals: NcrwaH was very hillH, Sweden was
covered in foresls‘ and Denmark had a lot of sundg soil. More Land: Some historians believe the Vil(ings leﬁ their homes because of over crowding. There was not enough good land for everyone fo share. In
a Vil(ing Fa'"ilH uan the eldest son inherited the fumilH farm so younger brothers had to make their living elsewhere. Most raiders that seltled were men that wanbed o Piece of their own land that H)eH could
not 9€E al home. Treasures: The Vil(ings searched for treasures o make them rich. Britain was Porhculorlﬂ a goo& Ploce fo raid, as there was much to steal. The Vik‘mgs were altracted bH the wealth of the
Monasteries and the easy breasure o be found within. Culbure: For Vik‘mgs, bruvers in baltle was very imPorlanl and raicling was @ way of showing J‘usl have brave you were. DHing in baltle was the most
Preshgious way fo deParl life. This would 5uarunlee you o seak in Vulhauu, an enormous hall ruled EH Oc’,in, where fankushc bunquets were held each nigM and Prepuruhuns made fo helP Odin in the apoca-

lHPLiC bolHes Freceding Rognorok (H’»e end Of H1e WOI‘ld),

Chmnologicul underskanding

¢ Know and sequence l(e!j evenls of lime studied

¢ Make comporisons belween differenl times in the Pasl

Ronge and deplh of hislorical lmuwledge

¢ Examine causes and resulls of grecll events and the

imPacl on People

. Cumpure an usPecl of lie with the same aspecl in

another Period

Inlerprelﬂhuns of hislurg

¢ CUmPure accounts of evenls from diﬁerenl sources

¢ Offer some reasons for differenl versions of evenls

Hislorical eng uirg

. Besin lo i&enlifﬂ PrimorH and secondorH sources

‘ Use evidence I’O build UP a PIICLUI”G OF a POSL evenl

Orgonisohon and communicalion
. Recuu, selec} und organise hisloricul infurmulion

¢ C

icak Hveir' "JJ ond underl di 9.
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ExPlaring and lrading: The Vil(ings were 9reat exPlorers and travellers. Vil(ing shiPs reached Britain, France, SPain. Ilalﬂ and North Africu. Traders made long Journegs overland lhrough Russia, reaching as far
south as Conslanlinaple in modern—dag Turl(eﬁ. Some merchants travelled l:urH'ver east o Baghc{od in Iro,q. A few dar‘mg exPlorers made voyages to Iceland and beHond, lruve“’mg across the Atlantic Ocean to North
America. The Vil(ings traded all over EuroPe and as for east as Central Asia. Theg boughl goods and malerials such as silver, silk, sPices. wine, Jewe“erH, 9[555 and PoHerH. In return, HweH sold items like honeH, kin,
wheal, wool, woocl, iron, fur, leaH)er, fish cmd wulrus ivorg. Evergwhere H\es wenl, H)e Vik‘mgs bouﬂH und sold enslaved PeoPle lou. Vil(ing }raclers curried a sel o]: folding scales which H\ey used }o weigh coins lu mal(e
sure H\eﬂ 9ol o fair deal. Vil(ings sailed close to the coast whenever Possible. walching for land marks. Ouk of sight of land, H’;eg looked for the sun: west (fowards the sunsel) meant Hneg were headed for England;
east (bowards the sunrise) meankt home to Denmark or NorwaHA The Vil(ings invented a kind Of sun compass to helP fincl their way. A nighl H\eH walched the skies and could use the Pasihcn of the stars to determine
which direction H\eﬂ were head'mg. Seamen knew a lob about winds and sea currents. BH wulching birds or even the colour of the water, an experienced sailor could kell when land was close. Bjorni Herjolfsson:
'discovered” America 175 accident in the year 985. He saw an unknown land when his shiP was blown Off course on the way from Iceland to Greenland. Sixteen years later, Leif Ericsson, son of Eric the Red, sailed
wesl la find H)is lancl. Leif and his men were H\e firsl EuroPeans in f\mericu. TheH sPenl H\e winler ina Place H’»eﬂ numed 'Vinlunc’,’ (Wine—land) which ludut’ isin Nveounc“and, Cunucla. Bul HleH didn’} selHe Perma—
nenHB. Eric the Red: discovered Greenland. In 983 Eric was exiled bﬂ the People of Iceland and he sailed west o create o new seftlement. He found a land that was a much bigger Pluce than Iceland, and much
colder too. I was not much goocl for farming kugh. Eric hoped the name ‘Greenland” would altract farmers, bub not many Vikings wenk there bo live. Ing(’)lfur Arnarson: discovered Iceland and seftled with his wi]:e
Hauveig. Ingélfur was grom Nurw05 and sailed to Iceland in the late 800s - about the same lime as K‘mg Alfred the Greal was fighling Danish Vil('mgs in Englund.

Vil('mg li]:e: MonH Vildngs worked as formers. Everl‘.JH\ing had ko be done bH hand on a Vil('me farm, so llfe was }ough, Farmers grew oo}s, borlel:’ and wheat. Then Hlel:j ground the groin fo make flour, Porri&ge and ale.
TheH Planled vegelables loo, and l(epl animals like cows, sheeP, Pigs and chickens. Other Vil(ings were cruf} workers. Thel:’ made the H»ir\gs that People needed. Woodworkers and leatherworkers made Ploles, cups, belts
and shoes. Jewellers made rings and brooches from precious mekals. Blacksmiths hammered and hwisted red-hot iron inko tools, knives and swords. Polters baked cluH Pols in an oven heated BH wood fires. People took
these goocls to market bo sell. Here o fumila could buH ongHﬂng from amber beads and oPPles, to walrus husks and wulf—sl('ms. Vil(ing traders sold their goods even furH»er away. n\es sailed the seas fo buH silver, si”(,
sPices and furs to bring back home. Imuges of wild—haired, wilcl—eHed raiders are how the Vildngs were mHH)olugised. In fuct, the Anglu-Dunes uccupging Ports of Greak Britain were described as excessivellj clean 55
their Anglu—Soxon neighbours. as H\eg insisted on baH\‘mg ok least once a week and kePl their hair weu—groumed.

Laws: The Norse PeoPle had their own laws and governmen}. The communi}H would gother LogeH}er ata maeling called o Thing. Here H)eﬁ would seltle Problems and make decisions. PeoPle could vote on what should
haPPen. For examPle, the Thing mighl decide who owned a Piece of land or how to Punlsh a criminal. All this was overseen |:5 a chie#uin ora J‘udge known as o law—sPeuLer. Vil(ing laws were not written down, so laws
were Passed from. person fo person bﬂ word of mouth. People who broke the law became outlaws. TheH were forced fo live in the wilderness and anyone was allowed to hunt them down and kill them. Vil(ings could also

SGLHE argumenls WiH\ a ng Theg |'\eld a LHPG Of duel. l(r\OWr\ as a Holmgur\g. Whoever won Hlﬁ duel was seen as being fuvuured l)H H\e gods.

Skills

Gel insPired!

“Der Ring des Nibelungenn opera cgcle EH
Wugner (sl’agec{ in the 1870s) is the
reason wl’lﬂ Pecple associale Vil(ings with

hcwing horned helmeks! Listen to the ride
of the Vulkgries from this opera ct:jde
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Recommended FGOdS

TOMY BRADMAN

Dmgons
Hoard

Saurts foam g Villng Fagom

Memorable exPerience/ou}come

Skage a Thing lo decide

iJ: Vil('mg is a J:air name




